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older industries declining, but the growth of the newer and growing
industries was relatively slow. In spite of a continually growing
world output, the volume of production in this country in the
twenties was not greater than in the last pre-war years, and our
percentage of world manufactures continued to fall.

The advantages which the process of natural development, as it
may be termed, has conferred on the iron and steel industry in
countries of larger area and greater potential resources than the
United Kingdom are strikingly brought out in the accompanying
tables showing railroad mileage. Table n shows that, while in
Great Britain the mileage of railroad completed increased between
1870 and 1899 by little over 6,100 and in the next twenty years by
2,000, in France the increases were respectively 15,000 and 5,800;
in Germany, 19,600 and 6,500, and in the U.S.A., 136,000 and
63,900. Put in another way, while over the fifty years 1870-1920
railway mileage in Great Britain increased by 53 per cent, in Bel-
gium it increased by 61 per cent, in France by 190 per cent, in
Germany by 240 per cent, and in the U.S.A. by 380 per cent.
Taking the world as a whole, the increase was 430 per cent, or, in
terms of absolute mileage, 551,000, of which Britain's share was
8,200.

Assuming that all track was double, although in fact much mileage
outside this country, especially in U.S.A., was single track, the
average annual demand for iron and steel tonnage over the period
as a result of new railroad construction may be approximately
estimated at 40,000 tons in Great Britain against 104,000 in France,
130,000 in Germany, and 1,000,000 in U.S A.

TABLE   II

RAILWAYS
MILES OF ROAD COMPLETED, 1870-1930

Tear
1870
1880
1889

1899
1910
1920
1930
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Britain
	U.S.A.
	France
	Germany
	Belgium
	Countries

15*537
	52,922
	11,142
	11,729
	i*799
	127,887

1 7*933
	93*296
	16,275
	20,693
	2,399
	221,372

1 9*943
	160,544
	21,899
	24,845
	2,776
	347,218

21,666
	189,295
	26,229
	31*386
	2,883
	452,579

23,280
	236,422
	29*364
	36,2^
	2,888
	582,184

23,725
	253*152
	33*030
	37,uy^
	2,913
	678,895

20,392
	249*052
	39,627
	36,269
	3,159
	700,000
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